
CASE STUDY
CALIFORNIA
POLYTECHNIC STATE
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SLO VIVARIUM
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA

USE OF BUILDING: 
Custom designed 2,000 SF permanent
structure vivarium which included a cage
wash area, storage area, procedure areas,
holding space, and a mechanical room.
This unit was to support their four-story
interdisciplinary research on campus. 

MODULAR RODENT VIVARIUM
CAGE WASH & LABORATORY
EUCALYPTUS HOUSE #73

THE STORY: 
Cal Poly’s commitment to hands-on research
inspired the creation of this vivarium, designed to
support animal research on campus. With five
separate rooms, the facility allows researchers to
isolate multiple studies at once while maintaining
strict safety and compliance standards. By choosing
a modular design, Cal Poly gained flexibility for future
growth and the ability to adapt quickly to evolving
research needs. This building reflects Cal Poly’s
mission to provide meaningful research opportunities
for both graduate and undergraduate students,
fostering collaboration to solve the world’s problems.

To meet the demanding environmental requirements
of animal research, the building features advanced
Building Automation Controls integrated into the
HVAC system. These controls can be monitored
remotely, giving staff real-time access to data.



PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

1-563-276-5600
www.buildingsforscience.com

IBC/IFC non-combustible II-B design, fully
sprinklered permanent facility consisting of (1) unit at
13’ x 62’ and (1) unit at 16’ x 62’ field installed together
on site for 1,798 sf. One story with steel beam
transport frames, weld inspected and integrated into
the building floor structure. 

100% fresh air system designed to maintain a set
point of 68 - 78 degrees Fahrenheit within +/- 2
degrees. Electric modulating humidifier adds steam
to supply air to maintain a minimum 30% RH in all
rooms. 

Project Information
(2) Modulars
1,778 SF
(1) Cage Wash
(1) Restrooms
(1) Mechanical Room
Single Story

Project Team
Invision Architecture
MEP Engineers
Bishop Consulting
Pyramid One, Inc.
Gilbane Company
Art’s Way Scientific, Inc.


